
 
Lesson 6: Rubbish & Recycling- The Facts 

 
Learning Objective 

• Understand and realise the interrelationships within the wider 
world in terms of global citizenship 

• Identify ways in which people effect the environment 
 
Introduction: 
Show children side A of product cards (TEACHER RESOURCES- Product 
cards). Can they guess what new item could be created by recycling this 
product. Turn the card over to reveal the new item.  
 
Main Activity: 
Discuss a selection of the Factual statements (Teacher Fact sheet 2). 
Individually illustrate one of the statements in poster form. 
 
Plenary:  
Share posters and discuss facts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Fact Sheet 2 Lesson 6 
RUBBISH AND RECYCLING FACTS 
 If you collected all the rubbish you 
make in one year, it would weigh ten 
times as much as you do. 
 Each year in Britain, we throw away 
27 million tonnes of rubbish from 
home. This weighs the same as three 
and a half million double decker 
buses. A queue of buses that long 
would go around the world one and a 
half times. 
 We fill about 300 million square 
metres of land with rubbish every 
year, that’s the same as covering the 
pitch at the Millenium Stadium 28,450 
times. To walk around the pitch that 
many times would take you from 
midnight on 1st January until midday 
on May 5th. 
 Everyday 80 million food and drink 
cans end up in landfill(being buried) – 
that’s one and a half cans per person. 
In a year, each person could fill a 
bath with the contents of these cans. 
 Each year in Britain, we throw away 
and bury cans worth a total of £24 
million – about 90 drinks cans per 
person. 
 The UK uses about 12 billion cans each 
year. If placed end to end they would 
stretch to the moon and back! 
 Disposable nappies take 500 years to 
decompose. 



 The volume of waste produced in the 
UK in one hour would fill the Albert 
Hall. 
 In one year there would be enough 
waste to fill dustbins stretching 
from the Earth to the Moon. 
 All the aluminium cans sold in the UK 
would fill 12 million dustbins each 
year. 
 We recycle around 2 billion steel cans 
every year, over 5 million every 
single day. That’s enough to make a 
circle around the earth five times. 
 Every steel can is 100% recyclable. 
 The amount we throw away in Wales is 
increasing every year by nearly 1 
million tonnes – that’s enough to fill 
the Millenium Stadium. 

PAPER 
 Every year we need a forest the size 
of Wales to provide all the paper we 
use in Britain. 
 The amount of waste paper buried 
each year would fill 103,448 double 
decker buses, which if parked nose to 
tail, would go from London to Milan. 
 Recycling a one metre stack of 
newspaper saves one tree. 
 The average British family throws 
away 6 trees worth of paper in their 
household bin a year. 
 Every tonne of paper recycled saves 
17 trees. 

 



PLASTIC 
 11 two-litre PET bottles, can make a 
man’s pair of trousers or a 50 foot 
washing line. 
 Over 60% of the total plastic waste in 
Western Europe is packaging. 
 We use 390 million carrier bags every 
year in Wales – each 1 takes 500 years 
to decay. 

 
 
GLASS 
 Almost 200 glass jars and bottles are 
thrown away in Britain every second. 
We use over 6 billion glass bottles 
and jars each year. It would take you 
over 3,500 years to sing “six billion 
green bottles”. 
 On average every family in the UK 
consumes around 500 glass jars or 
bottles each year. 

 
 
 
 


